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Do you see yourself as a religious person
but don't believe in a supernatural
creationist power? 

Are you pretty sure what you don't believe,
but less sure what you do? 

Are you fascinated - or concerned - by the
phenomenon of religion and how it shapes
society? 

Are you re-evaluating your own faith, or
your attitude to faith in general?

Do you see religion as a hand-me-down
from a bygone age? Or an expression of
poetic genius that is relevant today? 

Do you oppose fundamentalism, but value
the treasury of religious traditions and
stories? 

Are you interested in exploring these
questions, and many more, with other
people? 

The Sea of Faith Network
might be for you.



For many people, religion offers straightforward
answers to life’s greatest questions. In an
uncertain world it is comforting to have
certainty, safety and salvation dispensed from
on high.

The Sea of Faith Network offers none of the
above. We’re not interested in easy answers,
absolute truths, or moral and spiritual
certainties.

Instead, members of the Sea of Faith make
their own meaning, create their own purpose
and find ways of achieving their own salvation
for this life. Not alone, but in a community. We
don’t reject religions – quite the opposite, in
fact – but we do view them through a different
lens to traditional believers.

It’s an adventure, a tall order even, but we’re
ready to explore. 

If you are too, you may find that Sea of Faith 
has something to offer you. And that you 
have something to offer Sea of Faith.

What is the Sea of Faith Network?
Sea of Faith is a network of groups and
individuals who share the understanding that
religions and worldviews are human creations.
We’re interested in exploring the moral,
spiritual and social implications of this idea.

Who we are
We have no orthodoxy or message to push. 
Our members are from many different religious
and non-religious backgrounds. We call
ourselves a network because we see ourselves
as autonomous individuals, each with our own
stories, traditions, insights and disciplines. 

What we do
We meet in local groups, in person and online,
to exchange ideas and experiences. We
publish the quarterly magazine Sofia, and run
national conferences. We develop educational
materials for schools and help fund Big Ideas
For Religious Education.

Why we do it
We value all traditions and faiths, and seek to
promote an understanding of how humans
use religion to make sense of their lives. 
But we are ready to face up to reality:
traditional religious practices have become
meaningless to the majority of the
population. So, where do we go from here?

We alone are responsible for our ideals. We do
not have to personify these ideals as gods; but,

if we do, then we are responsible for the gods
we have created.

Cover image - ‘The Tower of Babel’
painted by Pieter Bruegel the elder. The
Tower of Babel appears in many religious
traditions. It can be read as an origin myth for
language, culture or diversity. Or, perhaps, as
a story of humankind’s desire to achieve
independence from God. (Spoiler: he doesn’t
like the idea.)

The Network’s name comes from the 1984
BBC TV series The Sea of Faith, presented by Don
Cupitt. The series and accompanying book took
their title from Matthew Arnold's 1860s poem
Dover Beach, which, among other things, is said
to be a reflection on religious faith receding like
the tide. 

How might a nuanced and intellectually
coherent approach to religion enrich
people’s lives in the 21st century?
That’s a conversation we want to be
part of.


